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Saipan – population 48,000 Alamagan – population 1





Micronesia is a Biodiversity hotspot
- area with a high concentration of 

endemic species
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NMI has highest density of listed 
species of any US state or territory
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Listed species/1000 km2

28 federally listed species occur in Northern Mariana Islands
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http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1435272
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Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan, August 2015
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Sarigan: 1997 versus 2015 (post-ungulate removal)

Top row: 1997, bottom row: 2015, same photo points



Invasive species of concern – CNMI DLNR

Land Plants

• Coccinia grandis - Ivy gourd

• Chromolaena odorata

• Spathodea campanolata - African 
Tulip

• Lantana camara

• Mimosa invisa - Sensitive Plant

Aquatic Vertebrates

• Channa striata - Snakehead 

• Ctenopharyngodon idella Grass Carp 

• Anguilla japonica - River Eel

• Eriocheir sinensis - Mitten Crab

• Oreochromis mossambicus - Tilapia

Land Vertebrates
• Boiga irregularis - Brown Treesnake
• Eleutherodactylus coqui Coqui Frog
• Eleutherodactylus planirostris -

Greenhouse Frog
• Chrysemys scripta elegans - Red eared 

slider
• Anolis sagrei - brown anole

Land invertebrates
• Solenopsis invicta - Red imported fire 

ant
• Wasmannia auropunctata - little fire 

ant
• Veronicella cubensis - Cuban Slug
• Aulacaspis yasumatsui - Cicad Scale 
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Newly Proposed Military Training
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Federally listed species in CNMI but no 
recovery plan

• Sheath-tailed bat

• Mariana Skink

• Mariana Eight-spot Butterfly

• Mariana Wandering 
Butterfly

• Rota Blue Damselfly

• Humped tree snail

• Langford's tree snail

• Fragile tree snail

• Bulbophyllum guamense

• Cycas micronesica

• Dendrobium guamense

• Heritiera longipetiolata

• Maesa walkeri

• Nervilia jacksoniae

• Solanum guamense

• Tabernaemontana rotensis

• Tuberolabium guamense
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People of the Northern Mariana 
Islands
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http://cnmi-dfw.com/
http://www.cnmieis.org/

